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                          +971 5 1028631 

                          Al Mushrif 
                          Abu Dhabi, U.A.E. 

                          rasheller@gmail.com 
                          www.rashelleroos.com 

 
Degrees 

 
Master of Arts in Asian Studies, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, U.S.A.         2008 
Middle Eastern concentration. 
 
Master of Fine Arts in Painting and Sculpture, University of Illinois, U.S.A.                    2007 
Gender Relations and International Development Minor. 
 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago, U.S.A.        1998 
 
 
University Study Abroad 

 
Turkish Language and Culture, Bo!azi• i University, Istanbul, Turkey.      Summers 2007 & 2006 
 
 
Teaching Experience 

 
‚ špadam Resim Atšlyesi, (Stickman Art Center) Istanbul, Turkey.                          Summer 2007 

 Teacher, Cubism for Advanced Painters. 
 Teacher, Beginning Painting for Hewlett Packard and Turkcell After-work-programs. 

 
Art and Design Department, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.                     2004-2006 

 Instructor of Record, Art Studio 251: Painting I. 
 Teaching Assistant, Art Studio 250: Drawing II. 
 Teaching Assistant, Art Studio 450: Advanced Studio II. 
 Instructor, Computer Graphics workshops. 

 
Initiated, coordinated and obtained funding for the following art activities: 
 Led groups of students on field trips to galleries, museums and artist studios. 
 Brought numerous visiting artists to campus to give technique workshops in Fiber Arts, 

Lino Printmaking, Screen-printing and Photo Emulsion Screen-printing. 
 Brought visiting professional artist to campus, for public lecture and collaboration project 

with students. 
 
 
Professional Art Outreach Experience 
 
Krannert Art Museum, Graduate Student Docent, Champaign, Illinois, U.S.A.                   2008 

 Designed and implemented museum activities focusing on motifs in Islamic arts. 
 Brought art from museum to elementary school classrooms, led discussions and activities, 

teaching students how to enjoy and learn from art. 
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 Created, advertised, and led activities for public after-hours museum events. 
 Developed and led public tours focusing on context of artifacts from the Middle East. 
 Researched, photographed, documented (written and audio) artifacts for museum records 

and use. 
 Interviewed audiences for ethnographic fieldwork for museum improvement. 

 
Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Graduate Assistant                         2008 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

 Developed curricula and learning materials on decorative arts, dress and holidays in the 
Middle East, for K-12 Outreach Program. 
 

Madison Arts Club, Committee Member, Indiana, U.S.A.                                                     2003 
 Organized exhibitions and developed events to promote art in the community. 

 
Methods & Materials, Inc., Project Coordinator, Chicago, U.S.A.                              1999-2001 

 Coordinated the moving, installation and de-installation of art collections with 
municipalities, galleries, and museums such as The Smithsonian Washington D.C., 
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago and The Art Institute of Chicago. 

 
Public Art Program, Department of Cultural Affairs, Intern, Chicago, U.S.A.                      1998 

 Led groups on walking tours of public art sites throughout Chicago. 
 Assisted in the coordination of public art events. 

 
 
Other Professional Experience 
 
Project Manager, American Institute of Steel Construction, Chicago, U.S.A.             2001Ð2004 

 Facilitated certification process for steel fabrication companies, interfacing with Quality 
Management Systems auditors and certification agency.  

 Managed administrative staff.  
 
 
Language Proficiency 

 
English (native), Turkish (advanced). 
 
 
Published Articles in Journals 
 
Roos, Rashelle, ÒIncome Distribution and Property Rights in Turkey,Ó Perspectives: Research 
Notes & News, vol. 27, no.2 (2007): 15. 
 
 
Presentations 

ÒMiddle EasternersÕ Varied and Unheard Voices in Western Art Museums,Ó Paper presented at the 
Ethnography Conference, Annual Meeting, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, December 
4, 2008. 
 
 
 
 



Roos                                                                                                                                                               3 

Exhibition Proposals  
 
ÒPoetic Journeys: Nizar Qabbani and Us.Ó This proposal explored how QabbaniÕs verses of poetry 
spread through various mediums as people found meaning in his words, July 2008. 
 
ÒContemporary Art from the Middle East.Ó This proposal was created out of fieldwork done at Art 
Dubai (Madinat Arena), Creek Art Fair (Bastakiya district), and Season of Arts (Dubai 
International Financial Centre), March 2008. 
 
 
Grants Received  
 
Roos, R. ($7,500 + tuition waiver), Foreign Language Area Studies Semester Fellowship,  
Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Illinois, 2008. 
 
Roos, R. ($3,500 + tuition waver), Foreign Language Area Studies Summer Fellowship,  
(Study at Bo!azi• i University, Turkey), Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, 
University of Illinois, 2007. 
 
Roos, R. ($15,000 + tuition waver), Foreign Language Area Studies Academic Year Fellowship, 
Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Illinois, 2007. 
 
Roos, R. ($3,400 + tuition waver), Foreign Language Area Studies Summer Fellowship,  
(Study at Bo!azi• i University, Turkey), Center for Global Studies, University of Illinois, 2006. 
 
Roos, R. ($500), Brodie Materials Grant, ÒTraditional Turkish Motifs Meet Graffiti installation,Ó 
Department of Art and Design, University of Illinois, 2006. 
 
Roos, R. ($15,000 + tuition waver), Foreign Language Area Studies Academic Year Fellowship, 
Center for Global Studies, University of Illinois, 2006. 
 
Roos, R. ($500), Brodie Materials Grant, ÒHereke Carpets installation,Ó  
Department of Art and Design, University of Illinois, 2005. 
 
Roos, R. ($3,000), Tuition Award, (Study of Turkish at The Ohio State University),  
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, The Ohio State University, 2005. 
 
Roos, R. ($6,000), Foreign Language Area Studies Summer Fellowship, 
Center for Global Studies, University of Illinois, 2005. 
 
Roos, R. ($500), Brodie Materials Grant, ÒForeigner in Turkey drawing series,Ó  
Department of Art and Design, University of Illinois, 2004. 
 
Roos, R. ($12,000 + tuition waiver), Creative and Performing Arts Fellowship,  
Department of Art and Design, University of Illinois, 2004. 
 
Roos, R. ($100), Travel Award, ÒSharing Through Art in Istanbul at Galeri X-Ist,Ó  
Women & Gender in Global Perspectives Program, University of Illinois, 2004. 
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Selected One-Person Exhibitions 
 
ÒNew Works by Rashelle Roos,Ó Xyloform Gallery, Chicago, Illinois, February 2004.  
 
Selected Group Exhibitions 
 
"KŸltŸrlerin Diliyle Kapadokya" (Various CulturesÕ Expressions of Kapadokya), Konak Belediyesi 
GŸzelyalõ KŸltŸr Merkezi (Konak Cultural Center), Izmir, Turkey, February 2009. 
 
Ò5 Uluslarasõ Kapadokya Sanat KampõÕnõn SergisiÓ (5th International Kapadokya Artist Residency 
Exhibit), Karlik Evi, Kapadokya, Turkey, June 2008.  
 
ÒOrganics,Ó Robert A. Peck Gallery, Central Wyoming College, February 2008. 
 
ÒPeace Tower Chicago,Ó Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago Public Art Program, June 2007.  
This exhibit was initiated by Mark di Suvero as a collective involvement of activism and opposition 
to war. 
 
ÒDookie,Ó I Space Gallery, Chicago, June 2007. 
 
ÒObject of My Affection,Ó The Springer Cultural Center, Champaign, Illinois, February 2007. 
 
ÒSomething to do with Failure,Ó Moser Fine Arts Center Gallery, University of St. Francis, Joliet, 
Illinois, September 2006. 
 
ÒTŸrkiyeÕde Yabancõ (Foreigner in Turkey),Ó body of work in ÒImaginary FriendsÓ group show, 
Link Gallery, University of Illinois, September 2005.  
  
ÒMARZIART,Ó International Galerie Und Maischule, Hamburg, Germany, May 2005.  
 
ÒAbstraction and Whimsy,Ó Quad City International Airport, Rock Island, Illinois, March 2005.  
 
ÒElements,Ó Aesthetic Eye Gallery, East Village Gallery District, Chicago, August 2004.  
 
ÒChicago Art Open; Professional Show,Ó Chicago ArtistsÕ Coalition and City of Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs, October 2002.  
 
 
Subject of Reviews or Published Articles (Printed and Online) 
 
ÒKapadokya Sanat Kampõ Ba"ladõ (The Kapadokya Artist Residency Begins),Ó Suluca Karahöyük 
(Regional News), June 11, 2008. This published article included a personal interview. 
  
ÒUluslararasõ Sanat Kampõsõ BugŸn A•õlõyor (The International Artist Residency Exhibit Opens 
Today),Ó Kapadokya Kültür Derneği (Kapadokya Culture Society), June 9, 2008.  
This online article includes a personal interview. 
www.kapadokyadf.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=693&Itemid=110. 
 
Rodrigues Widholm, Julie, (Assistant Curator at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago), 
ÒThe Physiology of Art at the U of I,Ó and Ullrich, Polly, ÒThe Social Implications of Art,Ó 2007 
MFA Exhibition Catalog, May 2007. http://galleries.art.uiuc.edu/mfa-current/critic/index.html. 
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Sherrod, Pamela, ÒInterior design help is just a few clicks away,Ó Chicago Tribune, June 27, 2004. 
This article recommended my artwork available online through Xyloform Gallery. 
 
Photograph of ÒPink Bubblewrap Assemblage,Ó from ÒNew Works by Rashelle Roos,Ó Chicago 
Reader, January 20, 2004, p. 27. 
 
Fotos, Adam, ÒThatÕs Drawing: talking about Imaginary Friends,Ó Daily Illini, September 26, 2005. 
This published article includes a review of my series ÒTŸrkiyeÕde Yabancõ.Ó 
 
ÒMai Ausstellung,Ó Galerien in Hamburg, April 29, 2005.  
This published article includes reproduced images of artwork. 
 
ÒWhimsy and Abstraction Make for a Colorful Exhibit at the Quad City International Airport,Ó 
Quad City Arts News, March/April 2005. This published article includes reproduced images of 
artwork. 
 
 
Selected Art-related International Travel (classes, residencies, and art-making) 
 
Abu Dhabi, U.A.E., June 2008. 

 Studied through Introduction to Islamic Art seminars  
(Arab civilizations, Arts & Crafts, and Calligraphy), Canvas Education. 

 
Kapadokya, Turkey, June 2008. 

 Invited to participate in 5th International Artist Residency, Karlõk Evi. 
 
Istanbul, Turkey, August 2007. 

 Studied Turkish painting techniques at ‚ špadam Resim Atšlyesi (Stickman Art Center). 
 
Andros Island, Bahamas, November 2006. 

 Studied traditional Seminole weaving techniques during residency at the Maritime Arts 
Inspiration Center. 

 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 2005 Ð January 2006. 

 Studied performing art of the Tango at The Tango Residential Academy. 
 
Gaziantep, Turkey, December 2004 Ð January 2005. 

 Created ÒTŸrkiyeÕde Yabancõ (Foreigner in Turkey)Ó drawing series for later exhibit in 
Link Gallery, Champaign, Illinois. 

 
Senegal, Tenerife, Cape Verde, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Easter Island, Tahiti, October 2002 Ð 
February 2003. 

 Created paintings exploring cultures for exhibit at The Madison Arts Club, Indiana. 
 
Guangzhou, China, May 2002. 

 Studied calligraphy through private instruction. Paintings were later exhibited at Galleria 
M, Chicago. 

 
Xunantunich, Belize, December 2000. 

 Created cultural assemblages and paintings which later became part of the private 
collection of the Center for Global Studies, University of Illinois. 

 


